
July 12, 2026 
 
Kim Pierson 
Forest Supervisor 
Caribou Targhee National Forest 
1405 Hollipark Drive 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
 
RE: Objection to the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Draft Record of 
Decision (ROD) for the 2018 Grand Targhee Master Development Plan Projects (#58258)  

Dear Forest Supervisor Pierson, 

Protect Our Water Jackson Hole (POWJH) respectfully submits this objection to the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Grand Targhee Master Development Plan 
Projects (NEPA Process Comment ID #683). 

POWJH's objection concerns the FEIS's analysis of groundwater resources, drinking water 
protection, wastewater management, and the proposed amendment to the Bridger-Teton National 
Forest Plan to allow development within Aquatic Influence Zones (AIZs). While the FEIS 
acknowledges the hydrogeologic sensitivity of the project area, it does not provide sufficient 
analysis to support its conclusion that impacts to groundwater and downstream water supplies 
will be minimal. 

The FEIS repeatedly recognizes that the project area is underlain by karst geology characterized 
by fractures, caves, springs, and subsurface flow pathways that can rapidly transport 
contaminants. The FEIS further acknowledges that nearby drinking water systems may be 
vulnerable to contamination moving through these pathways. Despite these findings, the FEIS 
relies primarily on assumptions regarding distance and natural attenuation to conclude that risks 
from wastewater and nutrient loading are low.  

We remain concerned that the groundwater connectivity analysis does not adequately 
demonstrate the extent to which proposed wastewater disposal areas could affect downstream 
drinking water sources. POWJH objects to the FEIS's treatment of wastewater management 
alternatives. The proposed development would introduce additional wastewater generation in an 
area the FEIS itself identifies as hydrogeologically vulnerable. However, the FEIS does not 
sufficiently evaluate alternatives that would avoid or minimize wastewater disposal within the 
project area, including conveyance of wastewater to an existing centralized treatment facility. 
Given the acknowledged sensitivity of the groundwater system, a more rigorous alternatives 
analysis is warranted. 



POWJH supports the Teton County Board of County Commissioners’ Objection No. 8, which 
recognizes that amending the Forest Plan to allow development within Aquatic Influence Zones 
raises concerns extending beyond this individual project. Aquatic Influence Zones were 
established to provide consistent, science-based protection for groundwater, surface water, 
wetlands, riparian areas, and aquatic habitat. The need to amend these standards to accommodate 
the proposed development raises important questions about the long-term integrity of the Forest 
Plan and the precedent that may be established for future projects. 

As stated in our comment on the Draft EIS, avoiding impacts to Aquatic Influence Zones 
wherever practicable is preferable to relying on mitigation after disturbance has occurred. 
Avoidance remains the most effective means of protecting watershed function and maintaining 
the Fisheries, Water, and Riparian Resource Goals established in the Forest Plan. 

POWJH respectfully requests that the Forest Service supplement the groundwater and 
wastewater analysis before issuing a final decision. At a minimum, the Forest Service should: 

1.​ More thoroughly analyze alternatives that avoid on-mountain wastewater disposal, 
including conveyance to an existing centralized wastewater treatment facility. 

2.​ Provide a more robust justification for amending the Forest Plan to allow development 
within Aquatic Influence Zones, evaluate alternatives that further avoid impacts to these 
protected areas, and identify limiting principles that preserve the integrity of the Forest 
Plan for future projects. 

Thank you for your consideration of this objection. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Evans 

Advocacy Director 

Protect Our Water Jackson Hole 

 


